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A message from the Principal
Hi everyone,
As you are probably aware new covid rules have been put in place from Wednesday
midnight around mandatory mask wearing indoors. A brief breakdown of the rules and
how they will relate to our school are listed below
 Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school or attending an
OHSC program are not required to wear face masks.
 School staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching or caring, but
those who wish to do so, can. Staff must wear face masks in indoor areas of the
school when not teaching or caring.
 Visitors to school sites must also wear masks when indoors unless there is a lawful
reason not to.
The covid space is ever-changing and as a school community we have to stay flexible,
adaptable and ready for change. I thank you in advance for following the new guidelines,
if you have any questions please contact me at any time.

Fish Creek &
District
Primary School
Hoddle Road
Fish Creek VIC 3959
03 5683 2271

Important Dates

Just a quick reminder that we will be having our grade 3-6 swimming sports trials at Toora
pool on the 12th of February. This is a great event where students compete against both
Meeniyan and Tarwin Lower Primary Schools for a chance to represent the Waratah
cluster at the District Swimming Sports. This year we have 27 students from grade 3-6
competing in the trials. I am really pleased that so many students are taking up this
opportunity. If students make it through this level they will be competing against Prom
Coast cluster on the 17th of February at the Korumburra swimming pool. Unfortunately
there is an unavoidable clash with the grade 5/6 camp. For any students that have made
it through and are attending camp we have organised transportation to take them to the
swimming sports and back to camp at no cost. More will be explained to those parents in
a signmee closer to the date.

FEBRUARY

We were very excited to start our tutoring program this week. The tutoring program is a
government initiative that stems from remote learningand, like all government schools,
we received support to run an intensive program for identified students in the field of
Numeracy and Literacy. Heading our tutoring program is Alison Schneider. Alison has
done a lot of work at our school and was previously a Maths specialist at her prior school.
She will be supported by Lauren Gale, Lauren is currently studying teaching and has
extensive educational support experience. We will have two intakes for our tutoring
program with the first two terms having a focus on Numeracy and in terms 3 and 4 a new
intake of students will be working on Literacy.

donna.giliam@educati
on.vic.gov.au

9th
School Council
12th
Swimming Trials
15 - 19th Grade 5/6 Camp
24th
Student Free Day

MARCH
12th
26th

Waratah Athletic
Sports
District Athletics
Sports

Primary Welfare
Phone: 03 9080 1881
email:

It is not long now until the Grade 5/6 camp and all of our students are very excited to be
heading up to Woorabinda on the 15th of February. Students will have a great time at
this adventure camp and will partake in a whole range of events including canoeing, high
ropes courses, zipline and many, many more great team building activities.
Thursday 18th
February

Cheers Dale.
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Primary Welfare

Hard at work in the Chook Shed

I live across the road from school and love the sound of
the mower lapping the oval in the few days before the
end of the holidays, it reminds me that soon we will hear
the music of children's play, laughter, PE sessions and
Mrs Hamlett's voice thumping out the National Anthem!
I remember the first weeks of term one when I was a
child, I was filled with good intentions of neat book work,
perfect attendance, crisp uniforms, matching socks and
swishy ponytails. I would look forward to my new
teacher, my new classmates, my new desk or bag hook.
I would look ahead to the traditions for my new grade;
camps, grade 2 sleepover, leadership roles and mostly
feel excited!
It is not like that for everyone. Coming back to school can
be stressful for some kids and their families and this
feeling can be amplified after how our school lives played
out in 2020!!
Here are some tips from Beyond Blue to help reduce
back to school anxieties.

It is always great to see our students take initiative and
pride in our school. Over the summer break part of our
garden and areas of our chook shed had become over
grown. A group of our students took it upon themselves
at lunchtime to help tidy the area. They all worked
relentlessly and have the garden area looking brilliant.
Well done everyone

Book Club


Book club catalogues went home today. Please have
your orders back to school or completed online by 18th
February.

Get your child involved in planning out their
lunches and snacks for the first week back.

For anxious kids, plenty of detail can be
calming. Talk through the steps of getting to their
classroom: "And then we hang up our bag on our
hook; we say hi to our friends; we find our
seat...etc"

Stick to familiar routines as much as possible.
Try to have a calm evening and allow more time to
settle before bedtime if your child is feeling excited
or nervous about school.

Help your child pack their bag the night before.
A visual checklist can help them remember what
they need to take. Lay out their clothes so
everything’s ready for the morning.

Allow some extra time to get ready so you’re
not rushing.

Remind them that those waiting for them at
school CAN’T WAIT to see them and learn with
them.
Please don't hesitate to get in touch if you think
your child needs a chat or us just to keep an extra
eye on them as they settle back into school.
Donna Giliam
Primary Welfare
Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au

Head Lice
There have been some cases of head lice reported THIS
WEEK. So please check your child tonight.
Please remember that head lice do not discriminate, any
family can get them and at some stage probably will.
If you have trouble organising treatment, or would like
more information, please contact the office.

Respectful Relationships
At the beginning of the school year, all our classes
discuss
learning
goals
and
behaviour
expectations. Our junior students were very clear
on how they wish to be treated and were very
articulate at expressing expectations of their
teachers.
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Empty Milk Containers PLEASE!!

CSEF Payments

We need some empty 2 litre and 3 litre milk
containers to make lanterns in the Science Room for
Tuesday. If you have some please send them to
school. Thank you!

CSEF is a program provided by the Victorian
Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs
of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold
a valid means-tested concession card or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.
The allowance is paid to the school to use towards
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting
activities for the benefit of your child. The annual CSEF
amount per primary aged student is $125 Please contact
the office for an application form.

HELPERS WANTED
We are looking to start a Breakfast Club at Fishy
Primary on Wednesday Mornings. The intention is
that this will give our students a cheery start to
hump day, it will provide a chance for connection
between students, teachers and parents and while
enjoying a free healthy breakfast!
This will not work without volunteers to come and
pop down toast, set up tables and wash a few
dishes.
If you can spare some time between 8:30 and 9:15
on Wednesday mornings to help with our intended
Breakfast Club please let Donna Giliam know.

Grade 6 2021 Uniforms have arrived!
The Grade 6’s were very excited to receive their
new uniforms today. They look great!

Prep Sunflowers
We all planted sunflower seeds on our first day at
school and we wondered about how to help them
grow. We looked at a giant sunflower and we made
our own out of a paper plate. They are growing so
fast and next week we will plant them in the garden.
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Anglicare Gippsland

School Crossing Supervisor

The term one 2021 Parentzone Gippsland
Newsletter is available to download from the
Anglicare Victoria website. This newsletter
contains valuable information on Parenting
Programs and Support Groups in the Gippsland
area and is a particularly useful resource if you
have families you are assisting who may benefit
from this type of support.
Please go to or click on the following direct link to
download a copy

Do you want to make a difference in your community
and help provide a safe environment for children on
their way to and from school? South Gippsland Shire
Council are seeking a permanent School Crossing
Supervisor for our Fish Creek School Crossing. Your
responsibilities include safely guiding children and
pedestrians across the school crossings and promoting
a positive community attitude to crossing supervision by
motorists and pedestrians. If you are interested in this
role, please follow this link for more information
https://applynow.net.au/jobs/ni/SGSC371, or contact
the Coordinator of Local Laws Allisha Woodman on 5662
9200 Monday- Friday.

https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/aboutus/newsletters/gippsland-parentzone-term-1-2021

Meeniyan Junior Basketball

Futsal: Indoor 5-a-side soccer

Commences Wednesday 17th February & Friday
19th February 2021.
Wednesdays from 3.30pm Aussie Hoops 5-7 yo
(Possible 2 times/groups), Mini's from 4:15 or 5pm
(TBC) 7-9 yo. Friday's from 4:30pm Intermediate's
9-12yo, Youth from 5:45pm or 6:30pm (TBC) 1215yo.
Registration must be completed by 11th Feb to
confirm that you are playing. NO players will be
accepted after this date.
Please see our Facebook page (Meeniyan
Basketball Association) for futher details and
Registration information. Otherwise call Kim
Byrnes on 0427346048.

Any parents or children interested in joining a futsal
group, please call Mike Sammonds on 0417 871 513 or
email mikesammonds@gmail.com.
We are aiming to
have
regular
games, either after
school mid-week
or weekends (or
both!) at the
basketball arena in
Meeniyan. All ages
and
genders
welcome.
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