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A message from the Principal
Hi everyone,
Our Parents and Friends (PnF) group is back up and running for 2021. Last year it was very
difficult for our PnF group to run efficiently with remote learning. In previous years our
PnF group has done a power of work raising much needed funds for the school and school
community. If you are interested in joining our Parents and Friends group and are looking
at ways to support the school please come down to our first PnF meeting for the year on
Thursday the 25th of February at 9am at the school.
Good luck to our swimmers who are competing tomorrow at Toora. It is great that we
have so many students having a go and representing the school. Students will be
competing against Meeniyan and Tarwin Lower schools for the opportunity to compete
at Korumburra next Wednesday against Prom Coast (Foster, Welshpool and Toora
Primary Schools).
Our grade 5/6 students are all looking forward to their school camp at Woorabinda
starting on Monday. It is great that our students are having this camp early on in the
school year. School camps offer the chance to build friendships and relationships that will
continue to foster throughout the school year. We can’t wait to head to Woorabinda.
I am very excited to announce that we have received a creative worker grant for this
school year. We will have artist Lucy Parkinson working with the school during terms 1
and 2 this year. Lucy has worked at our school back in 2017 when we received an artist
in school grant. Lucy previously worked with the students to help create our wonderful
indoor sandpit space and our interactive play space. We are extremely excited to have
Lucy back on board with us.
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Important Dates
FEBRUARY
12th
Swimming Trials
15 - 19th Grade 5/6 Camp
24th
Student Free Day

MARCH
12th
26th

Cheers Dale.

A message from our School Council President
We are once again calling for nominations to join our School Council. Councillors have an
opportunity to participate in the development and review of school policy, as well as a
general oversight into grounds, buildings and the culture of the school. It’s a fantastic
opportunity to become involved with other parents and staff and have a positive impact
on the school community. Council also acts as a great support. When a community
becomes involved in the school we can share our challenges, goals and successes. Please
feel free to contact me if you'd like to know more.
Fleur Stefani
Comments from some of our School Councillors on what it means to be involved in
Council:
 “School Council meetings give me insight into the functioning of the school at all
levels and allows me to contribute to our community in a meaningful way."
Howard
 “It has helped me understand the machinations and all of the work that goes on
in the background.”
Cath

Nomination forms can be collected from the school office. Nominations close on
Thursday 18th February
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Primary Welfare
This weekend I packed off my eldest daughter and
dropped her to a share house in Brunswick West. The
room is cheap because the ceiling light does not work
and one of her house mates has a rescue greyhound
which I am sure will cause all sorts of havoc! Of course,
I sobbed most of the way home in my empty car and
more so when I went into her empty, echoing room.
And I reflected on the long days and the short years of
raising a spirited child. Raising a kid who questions the
rules, storms through the boundaries and does not do
anything to the book and my heart filled with empathy,
love and joy for those, like me who might be raising a
warrior child with untamed sword.
All children are magic and joyful creatures who are
such fun to be around and there are some who are also
the spice. These are the ones who push all our buttons,
the ones who don’t seem to do things like the other
kids do, the ones who laugh the loudest and cry just as
hard.
Being the grown up in these sparkly humans lives can
bring as much joy as challenges and in my reflecting
drive home from Brunswick West yesterday I focused
on the things that made raising my spirited daughter a
joy







CSEF
CSEF is a program provided by the Victorian
Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs
of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold
a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses
relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for
the benefit of your child. The annual CSEF amount per
primary aged student is $125 Please contact the office
for an application form.

Junior School Council
Congratulations to everyone who prepared and
delivered speeches in the hope to become a part of
the Junior School Council team this year. We were
so proud to see students eager to voice their
opinions and share their views about our wonderful
school and beyond and how we can celebrate our
learning and time together throughout the year.
We are pleased to announce the following students
make up the JSC team for 2021:
Grade 1/2S Aiya
Grade 1/2M Marlow
Grade 3 Roxy
Grade 4/5 Edie
Grade 5/6 Mabel and Kelly

Open honest communication – listening with
empathy and love
Being playful and playing many games; cards,
board games and imaginary games
Learning about the things our kids are
interested in, becoming and expert then
realising they have moved on to a new
interest!
Having her friends in our home
Having the village’s eyes and hearts on her too
– it is ok to get support and help.

Amazing Art in Grade 1/2M

There were many moments that were not a joy but for
some reason they fade out as the room empties.
The days are long and the years are short, one day they
are slamming doors and the next the room echoes and
awaits the next child, or the spare bed or the craft
room.
Please let me know if you need a chat, a meal or your
child might need someone to talk to.

Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au
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Breakfast Club
Guess what?
We are going
to start our Fish
Creek
Breakfast Club
on Wednesday
the 17th of February.
Breakfast Club will run for students from
8:30am- 9:00am each Wednesday. All students
are welcome, and parents and pre-schoolers are
too. Come down for some toast and a chat!
We are looking for donations of jam, honey, and
fruit - so if you are a jam maker, a beekeeper or if
you have some surplus fruit from your garden
please send these treasures this way!!
Please let us know if your child has any dietary
requirements.
If you are able to help pop some toast, cut some
fruit or wash a dish or two please let Donna Giliam
know. Thanks

Respectful Relationships
I was lucky to start my teaching career out in little
Aboriginal community called Mutijulu, right under
Uluru in the Northern Territory.
The children I taught out there were magic (just like
your children) they would have me in fits of
laughter in one moment and in the next I would be
shedding a tear while reading their writing or while
they shared a story with me.
One day I was introducing .persuasive writing. I was
explaining that we use persuasive writing to try and
get people to share our point of view and we can
get our readers to reconsider their thinking. I tried
to make it relevant by talking about the climb at
Uluru. I asked the kids if they climbed Uluru, which
of course they did not as it was a sacred site and
had been for 40,000 or more years. I asked them if
others did and of course at that time thousands of
people did each year. I asked them how they felt
about people climbing on their sacred sites. I was
trying to get the “fire in the belly” before they
started to write. There was much conversation
about this but one of the boys broke my heart with
his answer “white fellas will do what they want
anyway” and a tear of shame instantly slipped
down my cheek. How could this gorgeous young
human feel so powerless on his own land?
I was so excited when the climb was closed in
October 2019 and I hoped closing the climb told
that boy and others that Anangu (the traditional
owners of Uluru) have a voice and they have a voice
to make changes and decisions for our country.
I was also excited these holidays to hear the one
word change in the National Anthem. Instead of
saying we are “young and free” It has been changed
to “we are one and free” so that our children are
singing a song of inclusiveness each Monday
instead of one that excludes the thousands of years
of human life that makes this land ancient, not
young.
What a marvellous start to 2021!
By Donna Giliam

Bread Tags
Thanks everyone for sending along so many
breadtags, they will be recycled locally, raising
funds to build wheelchairs for disadvantaged
people in Sth Africa. We will continue to collect
bread tags in the office on behalf of the
community so feel free to keep collecting. Happy
Recycling!!!

Head Lice
There have been several cases of head lice
reported this week. So please check your child
tonight.
Please remember that head lice do not
discriminate, any family can get them and at some
stage probably will.
If you have trouble organising treatment, or
would like more information, please contact the
office.
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Sat 6th Mar 2021, 11:00 AM
70 Station Rd, Foster VIC 3960
Live music event with bands and solo
performers. Children's activities, food stalls,
coffee and bar. Bring a picnic rug or chair and
relax in the beautiful Foster Recreation
Reserve. Tickets: $5.00 (Children under 5,
free) (Please: No pets. No BYO alchohol.)
On Saturday 6 March 2021 at 11:00 AM to 8:30
PM. Come and see the wonderful work on the
lanterns our students have made for the Lantern
Parade!

South Coast Primary & Community
Partnership

Help us make March 1st the most positive in the
world! Take some time on 1 March to give at least
three people around you a genuine and sincere
compliment. It costs nothing, but the impact is
huge. Show some extra appreciation for friend,
teacher or family member. The more you value
and appreciate the more you receive in return.
Nothing gives more energy and makes people
happier than sincere appreciation. Enjoy and we
appreciate all you are! Why not try out one of
these compliments:
• You should be proud of yourself
• You are making a difference
• You’re a great example to others
• You bring so much to this class/team
• You are an incredible problem solver.
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