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A message from the Principal
Hi everyone,
Welcome back to the start of Term 2, I hope that all of you had a safe and relaxing Easter break. Already looking ahead, term 2 is going to be a very busy
term at Fish Creek. We have our winter sports program for our grade 5/6 students and our 3-4 camp to Phillip Island towards the end of the term. For
grade 3 and grade 5 students they will be all eagerly looking forward to completing their NAPLAN testing in May. Another important event for the school
and the community is coming up on Sunday as we celebrate Anzac Day. Anzac
Day is a day of reflection as we look back at those who have made many sacrifices for our country for us to live the life we live today. All students are invited to the Anzac Day ceremony in town. As a group we will be meeting at
10.20am at the big rock in the park. We will then watch the laying of the
wreaths at the cenotaph. All students are reminded to wear school uniform
at the event if possible.
As we are now in term 2 students are no longer required to wear school hats
outside at recess and lunch, but as a school I would highly recommend that
all students continue to wear their hats outside. I know on yard duty for
terms 2 and 3 I will be continuing to wear my hat and I hope that others are
encouraged to do so as well.
I am very pleased to announce that our school has been successful in our application for a $300,000 grant ($75,000 a year for the next 4 years) to begin
an after and before care program at our school. I am extremely excited about
this announcement as I know that the lack of before and after school care
program in the area has made it very difficult for families that are looking to
re-enter the workforce. There is still a lot of work to be done in this space to
get this program up and running but I am very hopeful that there will be a
fully functional program towards the second half of this year.
Just a quick announcement that Miss Shelley will be taking leave for term 3 of
this year, as she and her family travel around the countryside. Miss Shelley
will be replaced by Mrs Alison Schneider for that term. Alison is very familiar
to our school, being the coordinator of our tutoring program and is a wonderful teacher and already has a great rapport with Miss Shelley’s grade. I am
also happy to announce that Elle King will be taking over Alison’s position in
the tutoring program for term 3 and I know that Elle will be fantastic in this
role.
On Friday the 30th of April we are having a whole school activity that all members of the Fish Creek community are invited to attend. After school we will
be having a bike ride down the rail trail followed by a BBQ tea from 5:30pm.
All levels of riders are welcome, the main priority is that you enjoy yourself.
Last year the event was a great success and it was a wonderful way to bring
members of the schooling community together. More information about this
event will be posted via Signmee, I hope to see you there.
Cheers Dale
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Important Dates
APRIL

Fri 30th -

MAY

Whole School
Bike Ride.

Mon 10th Grade Prep - 2
Excursion to
Wilsons Prom.
Tue 11th - School Council.
11th - 13th Naplan Testing
Fri 21st
Grade 5/6 Winter
Sports - Fish
Creek.
Fri 29th
Grade 5/6 Winter
Sports Meeniyan.

JUNE

Tue 8th
Fri 11th

School Council.
Grade 5/6 Winter
Sports - Tarwin
Lower.
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Indonesian Food with Ms Hamlett

Primary Welfare

This term we are beginning a new unit about Food
(Makanan) in Indonesian. Today our students all tried
some durian mochi which is a jelly type dessert using
the Indonesian fruit durian. It was awesome to see students step out of their comfort zone and try something
new, we are looking forward to taste testing more foods
and learning how to say them in Indonesian in the coming weeks

I have been going to my cousin's holiday house in the
Gippsland Lakes a couple of times a year since I can remember. It is one of those magic places which we can only
reach by boat and once we get there, our shoes come off
and time slows down. When I was young there were no
phones, no power and the air smelt of kerosene, mosquito
coils and sunscreen.
As a child those long days were spent on the beach, in the
tea trees and along the lake. We played magic games and
pretended we were children of the sun, we jumped off one
jetty and let the current float us down to the next one, we
visited friends on houseboats and other holiday houses,
we challenged each other to all sorts of card games, we
never had showers and our beds were filled with sand as
we topped and tailed in the bunkroom, or we slept by a
fire on the beach.
The older we got the less supervised we became. The freedom was MARVELLOUS and not without many arguments,
complications, and hiccups. We were left to sort this out
and we mostly did, we trusted our instincts too when we
needed the adults to help. Our adults trusted us too, they
trusted us to look out for each other and to keep ourselves
safe.

Respectful Relationships
Grade 2 student Aiya passed on a
letter to Danny O’Brien during his
visit on Monday. The letter queries
why there are no aboriginal flags
flying alongside the Australian flag
on the Westgate Bridge. She also
sent off a letter to Russell Broadbent at the end of term 1, but decided to make sure the message
got through! It is wonderful to see
our students writing for different
purposes and encouraging change
and equality! Well done Aiya!

Each Autumn and Spring I take the same journey with my
kids, I meet my sister and cousins there and our kids are
repeating history. Every time we are there, I see them exhale, exhale the rush and inhale the freedom. They wander
with their shoes off, the bigger kids always looking out for
the little ones, their hair thick with salt and sand, the bunk
room cackling with laughter into the night. Each year they
jump from a bigger jetty or take a longer walk or explore a
further sand dune.
As the timelessness slows them down, I see the kids become more connected and on the boat home I look at
them with black sandy feet, sparkling eyes, a little bit more
grown up and a little bit wiser.
I
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Thank you
A big thank you to Henry’s Grandmother and her crocheting crew who crafted over 100 of these beautiful
poppies for our staff and students!

Anzac art by the 1/2’s

ATOSS

Patterns by Preps
Patterns on my shoes
Patterns on my socks
Patterns on my t-shirt
Patterns on my jocks
Patterns on my jeans
Patterns on my dress
Patterns on my mittens
Patterns on my vest

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY
THINK!
We value student voice as a means to improving student
engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are
conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of
our school.
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist our school
to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and
experience of school. Students will be asked about their
thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their
learning, peer relationships, bullying and life in general.
Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school will participate in
the survey. Your child will complete the survey online
during school hours using a purpose built secure online
survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in
any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to
refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are
kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file.
This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period of Monday 26 April to
Friday 14th of May. The survey takes around 20-45
minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class
time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school in
an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All survey data that is made available in reports are for groups
of students only so that no individual student can be
identified.
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