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A message from the Principal
Hi everyone,
I feel like I should have this on repeat at the moment but it has been another interesting week at the school. I knew last week was going to be different when I woke up
on Thursday morning to see our kids trampoline on top of our watertank at home.
Last week was difficult for a lot of people and even to this day we still have some
families in our area without power. Thank you to everyone who adapted so quickly
last Thursday and Friday in difficult circumstances. Communication was very difficult
in this period and I tried to get all the information out to our community as soon as I
received it. I look forward to our next challenge coming up, whatever that may be.
We received the good news yesterday morning that school camp for our grade 3/4
students will definitely be going ahead on Monday. It was great to hear all the students cheering when I told them the news yesterday. We then received news at 3:30
yesterday that we will have to change some of events of the camp due to facilities
not opening up yet due to covid restrictions; since then we have been very busy finding alternative events all morning.
On Monday we will now be going to the Maru animal park instead of the Koala conservation centre. We are still waiting on confirmation from the Penguin Parade and
will update parents as soon as we know what is happening.
On Tuesday we will now be attending Clip and Climb instead of Churchill Island.
We are sorry for the late changes but they were out of our control.
Reports will go out next Thursday. School reports are a reflection of your child’s
achievements over the past 6 months, however a common reaction is to just look at
the progression point dots at the front of the report. I would encourage all parents
to read the comments first before they look at the dots. Classroom teachers have
worked extremely hard on your child’s report. As a principal it has been lovely to
read through them and hear about students’ learning growth both academically and as a person and additionally where students need to progress in the future.
To keep in line with Department of Education’s reporting guidelines,
our specialist subjects, P.E, Music & Drama and Indonesian will be reported on twice yearly. Written comments will only accompany these
subjects at the end of the year. If you wish to meet with your child’s
specialist teacher to discuss their progress, please arrange an appointment, they would only be too happy to meet with you.
Due to last week’s power outage we unfortunately had to postpone our
before and after school care information night. This has now been
moved to Thursday 24th June at 6pm via Zoom. We will send a Signmee
out next week with all the login details for this.
Just a quick reminder that Friday the 25th of June is our last day of
school for the term and there will be an early dismissal at 2:30pm.
Cheers Dale
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Important Dates
JUNE
21st - 23rd Grade 3-4 Phillip
Island Camp
Thu 24th Competitive
Winter Sports Foster
Fri 25th
Jump Rope For
Heart and End of
Term 2.
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Primary Welfare

Grade 3 Integrated Studies

When I have a dreaded job (like sorting the mountain of washing) I usually promise I will never let get to that point again I
sweeten the deal by listen to the ‘Conversations’ podcast. A
couple of weeks ago I listened to an interview with Hugh Mackay, he is a social researcher and has been for the last 60
years! And man did he have some insights into how Australian
people think and do things. After the 2019-20 bushfires he
decided he wanted to write a book and do some research on
KINDNESS! He did and he called it ‘The Kindness Revolution’

Students in grade 3 have been exploring Aboriginal
culture in their integrated studies. Our key question
is, ‘Who lived here first and how do we know?’ Here
is what we learnt;

Kindness – what an incredibly wonderful, glorious thing to
research and write a book about! AND GUESS WHAT? Most of
us are wired up to be kind. We what to protect and care for
our families, friends and community BUT it turns out this kindness is actually greater than this, we actually have a natural
inclination to WANT to be kind to all of HUMANKIND!
In my mere 42 years, this has not EVER been more evident,
than in the last 18 months. We want our humans to be ok and
our humans extends beyond those who we choose as friends.
These are some of the stories I have heard over the last week,
a time when MANY were tested.



Messages galore on the social media offering showers,
washing machines and a warm meal to those without power.



Friends just arriving at people’s houses and taking the
washing and the children for a change of scenery.



Neighbours coming out in the middle of the night to help
MY scared parents out of the storm, giving them a bed for the
night and then helping them tarp up the house.



Friends checking in on each other – even though they had
spent the storm locked in on the roads and slept with their
family in the car.

Aboriginals believed dreamtime is something that
happened before them when only animals existed. A
black cockatoo can be a spirit – Darcy
Aboriginal art shares their stories of spirits and culture- Damian
Canbe means fire in Gundungurra language, from our
class book Bindi- Lily
Aboriginals protect the land by not killing so many
animals, only hunting what they need- Addie
Aboriginals each have totems that are animals or
plants that they are connected to and need to protect
- Ruby
Aboriginals didn’t have the stuff we have now so they
use trees and rocks to build their homes- Mieka
Aboriginals had corrobrees that held ceremonies of
storytelling, singing and dancing to share their history
-Poppy
Aboriginals used paintings to show things they did
and left art behind to show what happened when
they were there- Andy
Aboriginals used art to communicate. Aboriginals are
the only ones that can perform a ‘Welcome to Country’ to acknowledge those entering and on their land.
– Mya



They used ochre from rocks and greenery to make
paint colours. Fish Creek is located on the land of the
Boonwurrung people -Mackenzie



Aboriginals only hunt when they need supplies and
food to still help look after the land and keep resources for later. - Shelby

Endless work from SES, CFA, countless tree companies, Vic
Police, Council, AUSNET, DELWP, Manna Gum, St Vinnies and
Parks Vic
Endless work from farmers and community members
clearing trees off roads, farms and house yards.



Offers of pots of soup and hot meals.



People milking each- other’s cows and lending genera-

tors
Little shops opening with generators just to serve their community
We dust off, we tie it up with wire, we get the show on the
road and it all tastes a little bit better when served up with
kindness. What a wonderful bunch of humans!
Times are trying for many right now and there are lots of
things schools can do to make this time more bearable.
Please be in touch if you or someone you know might need
some support.

I remember a special quote ‘The land is my mother,
my mother is the land’ from an Aboriginal person
talking about their connection to the land. – Jensen
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Kindergarten Enrolments

Free Dress Friday!

To enrol your child in three year old or four year old
kindergarten for next year, you will need to Register
now. Kindergarten enrolment is centralised through
South Gippsland Shire Council. Simply complete a single
enrolment form and nominate your kindergarten preferences. Enrolments must be lodged by 30th June to
receive a first round offer. You can enrol at
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/centralenrolment. For
more information please phone 5662 9200.

Next Friday (last day of school) will be a Free Dress Day
with a gold coin donation. All funds raised next Friday will
go to the Heart Foundation.

Jump Rope for Heart
Only one week to go until we jump off!! Next Friday
25th we are going to have fun showing off all the skills
we have been practising at school. Students will rotate through various exercises related to skipping and
physical health which is what the program is all about.
There are two ways to register:


jumprope.org.au/parents



registration forms have been handed out but
students can get another
one from Mrs Hamlett any
time before next Friday.

Please support your child in raising much needed funds for the
Heart Foundation.
Thankyou,
The Junior School Council Team

Healthy Eating.
Students need to eat a variety of foods every day to be
healthy and perform well at school.
Ideal school lunches should include at least one item
from each food group and also include water.
Encourage students to get involved in the planning, shopping and preparation of foods for their school lunches, so
they are more likely to enjoy them.
We have included a pick-mix lunchbox poster below to
help with some ideas.

School Holiday Kids Cabaret Show
The Fishy Kids Cabaret will be overflowing with fun, dazzling acts and circus shenanigans. Come to Meeniyan
Town Hall these school holidays and see what's washed
up!
When: Saturday 26 June at 11:00 AM and Sunday 27
June at 2:00 PM
Where: Meeniyan Town Hall, 97 Whitelaw Street,
Meeniyan, Victoria 3956
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/events/
landing?eid=767666&
Contact: Samara 0439 447 743

The Fish That Wanted to Fly – School Holiday
Puppet Show by Little Wing Puppets
Fish’s lagoon is drying out. All the other fish have left to
go to the ocean. Fish wants to fly to see them all again.
She meets a Cormorant, who takes her up into the sky.
But will she make it back safely? The story is about
friendship and sustainability, told with puppetry and
songs. Presented by Little Wing Puppets and (it's no)
drama.
Followed by workshop "The Puppetry of Paper," come
learn how to bring puppets to life, as a team. More details: www.littlewingpuppets.
Show Thursday 1 July, 10:00 AM and Workshop Thursday 1 July, 11:15 AM
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/book/
sessions?eid=766272

Bread Bags & Tags
We are still collecting
bread bags and bread
bag closure tags. For
every 5kg collected the
school will receive
vouchers for sports
equipment. Any brand is
fine. Drop them off to
the school (or to The
HandMakers Store in
Fish Creek or Natural
Living Foster please)
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