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A message from the Principal
Hi all,
In our final major newsletter for the year (there will be a brief newsletter next week), I
just wanted to say a big thank you to everyone who has made our school what it is in
2021. This year has truly been the most challenging year not just for students with another disrupted year of education again, but emotionally for the Fish Creek community
as well with the tragic loss of our dear friend and school council President Fleur Stefani.
While there have been significant challenges, I believe this year has also given us a
greater appreciation for everything. For me it made me realise how important family
and friendships are in my life and to be more thankful for that. Often we can get caught
up in very superficial things, when all that matters is the happiness and support of the
people around you. I have also learnt how resilient our students are, they have taken
this very challenging year in their stride and they should all be extremely proud of their
achievements. I believe at our school we are extremely fortunate to have a great bunch
of wonderfully caring teachers who genuinely know every student and want the best
for them both academically and socially. A fantastic parent support base, whether it be
through School Council, Parents and Friends, and anyone else who has volunteered
their time in any capacity to the school. We are all very fortunate to be part of such a
great school community. Lets bring on 2022!
This week we also held our final School Council meeting. I would like to acknowledge
the work of some of our departing school council parents in Rachel Sands and Amy
Paul. Rachel and Amy have donated countless hours of their time to the school over
the years, they have been a great help to me personally but also helped shaped the
school community to what it is today. I would like to thank them both very much and I
am sure they will now have a well-earned rest.
My final thank you is to our departing Grade 6 students. It was fantastic to see each
and every one of you speak at our graduation ceremony last night. There were lots of
laughs on the night as you all reflected on your time at Fish Creek Primary School. A
major part of this years grade 6 class has been how close the group has become and
how well everyone has got along. It has been an absolute pleasure having every single
one of you at our school and I know great things await you all in the future.
Our school reports will go out on Friday the 10th of December. Once again due to remote learning they will be a modified version. This time they will have progression
points and a statement on what was taught this semester in Literacy and Numeracy.
One thing I will say is not to get preoccupied with the progression points. This year has
once again been extremely challenging for learning and all students have made growth
and done a tremendous job. While we would have loved for all students to make 12
months growth this year, the reality is for a lot of students that hasn’t happened. What
we will say is we are proud of all our students efforts this year and we will be supporting them fully in 2022 to reach their full potential.
In lieu of a standard report we will be conducting parent teacher interviews on Tuesday
the 14th of December, if you wish to have an interview and you have notified us please
contact the office and we will schedule a time for you. Interview times will be sent out
to families tomorrow.
Our final school day is Thursday the 16th of December. On this day we will be finishing
at 3:20. Friday the 17th of December is a student free day.
Cheers Dale.

Fish Creek &
District
Primary School
Hoddle Road
Fish Creek VIC 3959
03 5683 2271

Important Dates
DECEMBER
Thur 9th Toora Fun Day
Tue 14th Parent/Teacher
Interviews
Wed 15th Grade 6 Big Day
Out
Thur 16th Last day term—
normal finish time.

Primary Welfare
Phone: 03 9080 1881
email:

donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au

Don’t forget your
water bottle
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Grade 6 Graduation
Last night our Grade 6 Graduates enjoyed a lovely
meal at Long John Pickles before the official ceremony commenced at the school. Huge thanks to
Long John Pickles and their staff for a wonderful
night of fabulous food and for making it a very
special night for all the
Grade 6’s.

Transition Day
On Tuesday we had a wonderful transition day. It
was great to see the new classes working well together as they rotated across the grades. It was
particularly pleasing to see how comfortable our
2022 prep students were in the school environment and I know our grade 5 buddies loved working with the new students.

Grade 3/4J Transition Day
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Final Assembly
On Monday we will be having a whole school assembly. At our assembly we will be presenting our end of
year school awards. Unfortunately due to density
limits in our gym this will be a students and teachers
only event. We would love to have our families there
for that event but unfortunately it is not possible.

Junior School Council
JSC is super excited about our school’s upcoming Colour Run on Thursday 16th Dec. It will be a great way
for our kids to celebrate the end of the year so
please start thinking about the old, light coloured
clothing that will be required as a separate change of
clothes for the day. If students don’t bring a change
of clothes, they won’t be able to participate in the
colour run.

Grade 1/2 Art Work

FISHY NEWS NUMBER 39

RESPECT

FAIRNESS

COMMITMENT

9TH DECEMBER 2021

eSmart Tip of the Week:
Hi from the Cyber Safety Team— Alistair, Isla,
On the weekend I went to my little cousins wedding up
Emma & Lorenzo
Primary Wellbeing

in Dollar. It was just fabulous to be at a wedding and all
the magic which comes with such a celebration.
On arrival dressed in our finest attire (I had a fabulous,
borrowed dress from Mrs Guy!) we set up our camp for
the night. While we were setting it up Sam the MC came
and introduced herself to us. She was very excited to
meet the family because she had heard about the way
our family tears up a dance floor at every chance we get
and more so when we are all together.
And we did…we all danced into the wee hours of the
morning, and it was fabulous.
Our family dance with confidence but not always with
grace or coordination. We just do it because it is what
we have always seen and done. It is how we celebrate
and have fun. Our Granny often was impressed if a new
boyfriend or girlfriend coming into the family liked to
dance.
I was thinking about this on my way home and relating it
to parenting and gender. 2 important things came to my
mind.
When Sam said she was excited to dance with us because she had heard we could dance – it made me feel
like I could. What we tell people about themselves has
an impact, if we tell our kids they can do something
often enough they will believe it and then they will do
it!
My cousin’s parents LOVE to dance – particularly their
dad, he is known for his interesting moves and because
of this all three boys love to dance too. This is what the
boys have seen, and they are always first on the dance
floor. What we see is what we consider ‘normal’ if our
kids see both men and women dancing or playing football or running or playing netball or going to work each
day or doing the dishes or mowing the lawn – that will
become our normal.
Donna Giliam Primary Welfare Officer
0493 131 403

Generous Donation
A special thanks to
Brod Courtney, the
Creekers and Fish
Creek Hotel for their
generous
donation
from the proceeds of
their pool competition.
They have kindly donated a cheque of
$628.00 to the school.

Choose apps and games carefully, taking age
ratings and consumer advice into account. Check
the App Store or Google Play, and for games,
the Australian Classification Board’s online database. NetAware (UK) has a comprehensive guide to
popular social media apps and games.
The Australian Council on Children and the Media and Common Sense Media (US) both offer information about apps, games and websites searchable by age.

Picnic After School on Last Day Term
Our Parents and Friends Committee President,
Tracey James is organising an after school picnic
on Thursday 16th December. Come down to the
Fish Creek Park straight after school, bring a
plate to share. There are BBQ facilities available
for anyone wanting to cook also. Hopefully we
will have some warmer weather to enjoy and celebrate the end of another school year.

New Year Eve Day Street Parade
All 45 student ‘corellas’ who have been practicing
for the street parade have been doing a wonderful job. There are a few important things to remember in preparation for our performance in
the parade.
1. Please meet in the Fish Creek Hall Supper
Room at 10am on Friday 31 December. The parade starts at 11am.
2. All costumes will be at the hall waiting for students to dress into. The costumes are white so
please wear light coloured underwear, nothing
colourful.
3. The parade will be roughly half an hour. Parents can meet their child back at the hall supper
room when they change out of their costume.
4. Costumes need to be returned.
Any helpers willing to support Jess, Samara and
their team to make 45 sets of wings and headpieces are most welcome at the hall supper room
on Saturday 18 Dec at 12pm.
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Mr Banks received standing ovation for his
spellbinding poetry
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Ms Ellis Gave the graduates a gentle roasting under the
guise of a cleverly constructed non linear narrative!

