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A message from the Principal
Hi all,
Welcome back to everyone for the start of a new school year. It was great
this week to see all 116 students here and happy and ready to start the
school year. It was wonderful to visit all the classrooms and speak to all the
students about their holiday break. I would like to give a special welcome to
our 16 new prep students who have just started their schooling adventure. It
was great to see how comfortable all the students were at the school, for
some of them it looked like they had been at school for years. For the new
parents at the school I would like to welcome you to our wonderful school
community. Just a quick reminder that for the remaining Wednesdays (9th,16
and 23rd) in February the prep students will be doing their initial testing.
Prep students are only required to come in on their allocated time on these
days, if you have yet to arrange a time please see Shelley or contact the
office.
A big welcome also goes out to our new staff members who are starting this
year. Tiarnie Ellingworth is our new graduate grade 5 teacher. Tiarnie comes
to us from Melbourne and has hit the ground running getting to know all the
children and school community very quickly. We also have Holly Dubois who
has joined our school as a trainee. Holly is currently studying Education Support and has already started fitting in extremely well to the school.
On Wednesday the 9th of February selected grade 3-6 students have our District swimming trials at Toora Swimming Pool. Traditionally on this day our
swimmers compete against Meeniyan and Tarwin Lower Primary Schools to
see who will represent the Waratah District at the District Swimming sports.
This year it will be done differently due to covid restrictions, schools will be
going to the pool on their own, recording a time ,and that will be compared
to the times of Meeniyan and Tarwin Lower schools to determine a winner.
This is not a compulsory event, it is only for students who wish to try out,
and those who feel they can confidently swim 50 metres in either freestyle,
backstroke, breaststroke or butterfly.
Whilst we are hoping for 2022 to be a much better year (I feel like I have said
that the last 2 years), there are still covid rules that we need to follow to ensure the safety of everyone, we have included all the applicable rules for
masks and testing in this newsletter.
Cheers Dale.
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Important Dates
FEBRUARY 2022
Wed 9th Waratah Cluster
Swimming
Wed 16th District Swimming
Fri 25th
Division Swimming
MARCH 2022
Thurs 10th School Photos
Mon 14th Labour Day Public
Holiday
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Covid Rules at School
Distribution of test kits to schools
Free rapid antigen tests will be made available for all staff and students in Victorian schools for the first 4 weeks of
Term 1 2022. Rapid antigen testing will be voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school students and
staff, however it is highly recommended that primary school students and staff perform the rapid antigen test twice
weekly on school days.
Tests will be provided in packs of 5 individual tests. Parents/carers have already collected one pack for each child at
the start of week one and one pack will be available to each child at the start of week 3. Where parents/carers are
unable to attend the school to collect the tests, a pack can be provided directly to a student to take home.
Students will do the tests at home and must report any positive test results to their school.
If students receive a positive test result at any time, they must also report this through the Department of Health
system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the Coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
Students (or their parents) must also report a positive result to their school, either through the VicEd COVID portal
or by phone or written notification; this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7
-day isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they
should monitor for symptoms.
Masks in schools
Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask indoors at school, unless a lawful exception applies (Please
let me know if this is the case). Students must wear face masks even if vaccinated. Students are not required to
wear masks outside. Masks are available at school for students to use.
Volunteers/parents onsite
Restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students – Volunteers
and visitors are encouraged to not be on site. Parents are also asked to only come on-site if they have a genuine
reason to do – otherwise we kindly ask that you say goodbye to your child/ren at one of the school gates. There
will be staff at the gates to assist in supporting this. (The exception to this is the breakfast club program as that is
considered an essential service)
•
Avoid or minimise time around the school gates – parents are asked to avoid congregating at school gates at
drop off and pick and are also asked to practice social distancing during these times.
Increased cleaning and hand sanitising – Our school will undertake increased cleaning of high touch points (door
handles, desks etc.) until we are informed otherwise. Students will also be asked to either wash their hands or use
hand sanitiser periodically throughout the day.
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice.

Their Care News
Lucy Parkinson is our new
Their Care Representative running the Before and After
School Program this year.
We are very excited about
Lucy running the program and
are sure that she has lots of
activities in mind for the students of families who utilise
this service. For more information about the program or
bookings please call 0457 555
261.

Introducing Miss Ellingworth and Holly

FISHY NEWS NUMBER 1

RESPECT

FAIRNESS

Science Upcycling with Mr Farrell
Our new Science teacher will be asking families to contribute to science this year with an opportunity to turn
your waste into our fantastic science projects! First up
this term we are asking you to save your 1.25 litre
bottles and send them in to us for a project later in the
term. We look forward to sharing our projects with you
in the newsletter!

Draft annual privacy reminder for 2022
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student
and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the
Schools’ Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice and Schools Privacy
Policy found on our website.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is up and running again every
Wednesday. Please contact Donna if you are
interested in assisting with this program on a
Wednesday morning. Check in and vaccination status is required when entering school
buildings.

Book Club Orders
Book Club catalogues were sent home yesterday,
send your orders back to the school office or go
online to get your order in. Orders need to be in
by February 17th.

Be Sunsmart
A reminder to parents/carers that during Terms 1 and 4
hats are required. If you need to purchase a hat for
your child, we have them available in the office for $13.
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Primary Welfare
I had a friend once called Ted. He had spent most of his
life out in the hot northern NSW sun as a brickie. He
and his wife raise 4 kids on the smell of an oily rag, and
they face adversity often. Yet, he still had a cackling
laugh and a kind heart. One day, I was ranting to him
about something that was overwhelming me. I was
pondering on how to fix the problem with words, conversations, and noise. He listened for a while and then
he said, “Donna, what you need to do is go and find a
nice, flat, large rock” I was bewildered. I asked him
why? Why did I need to find a large flat rock? He replied “you need to find a nice, flat, large rock and sit on
it. When you are sitting on that rock, you need to just
have quiet think”. Ted has passed away now but I have
taken those words with me forever.
I don’t really like sitting on flat, large rocks. It can be a
little bit uncomfortable, the silence even more so. But
sometimes it is important to find a quiet moment out in
nature, to rise above the discomfort and have a quiet
think or empty your mind, give it a rest for a moment.
I am not sure about other families but mine is quickly
getting busy again, weekend and afternoon sport, going
to bed on time, waking up on time, school lunches and
the rest – so busy. I need to remember to STOP, SLOW
DOWN – find a rock or some
sand or the little pretty part of
the Rail Trail or a sunny window to have a quiet sit and
think. I need to remind my children to take time for this too,
maybe as often as I remind
them to do their chores!
Life is way too precious and wonderful not to slow
down and take it all in.
Please remember to reach out if your child needs
someone to chat to or if you need some support –
there are heaps of things we can do here at school.
Donna Giliam- Primary Welfare
PH: 0493131403
email: Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au

Evans Petroleum Lunch Orders

Auskick Coordinator Needed!
Fish Creek Football Club is looking for an AusKick Coordinator, if you are interested in supporting the local
footy club and have the necessary time and skills,
please contact Ray Stefani on 0428 832 384 for more
information.

Unfortunately, as of Friday this week (4th of Feb) we
will no longer be able to provide lunch orders from Evans Petroleum in Fish Creek. They have made it clear
that they no longer want to support the local school in
this area and we respect their decision as a business.
The school will endeavour to find a suitable replacement but this will take time. I apologise for the short
notice with this however we were given very little notification of this from the business themselves.
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