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A message from the Principal
Attitudes to School Survey
This week students in grades 4-6 that had not completed their Attitudes to School
Survey had the chance to complete them. Students were asked to rate their school
experiences in a range of areas and give feedback, so that the school can continue to
strive to be its best. The students were very mature and took their time thinking and
reflecting on their thoughts at an individual level. Thanks to those students that
participated.

Cross Country
Well done to all our students who competed in the Division Cross Country today at
Stoney Creek Racecourse. The weather didn’t stop anyone from trying their best and
running in the elements.
Our team did an amazing job competing against all the schools from Welshpool, up to
Mirboo North and across to Phillip Island. All students should be extremely proud of
their efforts completing an extremely difficult course. Both Mya Gerretzen in the 9/10
girls and South McCormack in the 11yr old girls have made it through the next stage
being the combined Gippsland Primary/Secondary Cross Country to be held at Lardner
Park on Thursday the 3rd June.
Also a big thank you to our wonderful P.E teacher Mr Couper for training and preparing
our students for this event.

Student Voice
This week Ms Ellis sent Mr Couper and myself an email regarding some concerns about
the long jump pit being too short for some of our students. Casey Johnson and Owen
Gornall in particular were jumping to the very end of the pit and felt if it was extended
they could challenge themselves to jump further in a safe manner. So, an idea was
hatched and we talked with the students and decided we would purchase some
material, assess the situation and extend the pit by 1.5m. Owen, Casey and Alistair
spent two afternoon sessions with myself and completed the project with only some
more sand needed to finish the job.
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What I love about this was that the idea came from the students, they talked through
their concerns, participated in fixing the problem and can now jump as far as possible
in a safe manner. What a fabulous example of student voice, but also student agency in
solving the problem. The photo speaks for itself. Well done!
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Just a reminder that tomorrow our grade 5/6 students will be continuing their winter
sports program. Students will be heading to Meeniyan tomorrow to participate in
football, netball, soccer or mixed sports. At the end of the Winter sports selected
teams from the 3 schools will compete in a game against the Prom Coast schools.
Students are required to bring a change of clothes on these days and appropriate
training gear if possible e.g football boots, runners for netball.
Have a great weekend and enjoy your time with family and/or friends.
Mr Collins
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2023 Year 7 Enrolments
2023 Enrolment forms are now overdue. Please return
your completed form to the office as soon as possible.

Basketball Clinics
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Tea Cosy Festival
Thanks to our wonderful helpers at our ‘op-shop’ stall
on Sat. The Tea Cost Festival was heaps of fun and
the kids raised $208 which they were very proud of.
Well done team!
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Primary Welfare
This week National Reconciliation week starts, and it
asks that we ‘Be Brave and Make Change.’
My first full time teaching job was in Mutijulu, a
beautiful Aboriginal community in the shadow of
Uluru. My students spoke a beautiful language called
‘Pitjantjatjara’ as their first language, many spoke
Arrernte, Luritja and Warlpiri too. On winters mornings
I would arrive to school and smell the smoke of the
breakfast fires around the community, and I would
hear the song of the women singing in Pitjantjatjara in
the aged care centre next door to school. I would hear
those songs and my heart would move. It would
remind me that I was a speck of dust in the story of
Australia and those low deep voices would remind me
that I was very fortunate to be teaching their
grandchildren.
The kids were learning English at school with me and
learning their country and land with their parents and
grandparents. They knew their way around that land,
they knew where, when and how to find all sorts of
wonderful bush food out there. These kids were
learning the ancient ways to manage the land –
keeping the balance, using weather, fire, and
movement. They were also learning how to contend
with introduced animals, weeds and the fences,
development and farmlands which had grown in the
middle of their song lines.
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These kids and their community kept coming to mind
this week; First when my kids told me about dancing and
singing in beautiful Island languages with Majeda and
Jonah on Thursday. Again, on the weekend when I was
at the Fed Square at the beginning of the Long Walk. We
were welcomed to country by Joy Murphy Wandin is a
Senior Wurundjeri elder of the Kulin Nation and then her
granddaughter sang a song of healing
in Woiwurrung language, which took my breath away
and made me cry with hope for change and finally when
I voted on Saturday because I need to live in a country
where the wisdom and resilience of our First People is
valued and heard.
Be Brave, make change.
Donna Giliam- Primary Welfare PH: 0493131403
email: Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au

Chook Eggs
Mr Farrell has an experiment all set for the coming
weeks that involves eggs. If
anyone has had their chooks
laying well and have spare eggs,
can you please send them into
school by Tuesday.
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Arrangements on Days of Severe Weather
With the onset of winter we have had some challenges
particularly in regard to the windy and rainy conditions so it’s
worth outlining our procedures for dealing with severe
weather.
In general, we like to get students outside during recess and
lunchtimes. They need the opportunity to run around and play
and being inside in a classroom with 20+ children can become
challenging for all concerned if there are no breaks to get
outside and run around. Our aim is to get children outside,
unless of course if it is raining, excessively hot or extremely
windy.

COVID
Just a reminder that COVID cases are still present around the
school and local community. If you require additional rapid
antigen tests, please let the school know and we would only be
too happy to provide them. Rapid antigen testing will continue
to be voluntary but strongly encouraged for all primary school
students and staff. Students who come to school when they are
a close contact to a household member must test negative on
at least 5 days out of 7 to continue to come to school. Masks
are also required for these students if they are over the age of
8.
Students and staff who test positive and have completed their
7-day isolation period are not required to participate in the RAT
screening for 12 weeks after their release from isolation.

Fish Creek Auskick Centre
Where John Terrill Reserve, Fish Creek
When Thursdays from 3:30pm
Cost $91
Starting TONIGHT— 19th May
Click here to register
Club Finder | Play.AFL
As of next Thursday, Justin will collect any eager
Auskickers and walk them to the footy oval. Parents will
then collect their child from there at 4.30pm. For further
information please contact Justin on 0428 488 718

Dear School Community,
This week we’ve cooked up a storm. Children tamed their
fingers into rolling rice paper rolls, filling them with avocado,
tofu, coriander and other delicias. Some children discovered
that the rice paper rolls can be blown up like balloons, a
messy discovery.
Henry and Arthur also made scones, patiently rubbing in the
butter and whipping the cream by hand. Next time we will
remember to wear aprons, as the boys arrived home in
uniforms calcified with flour.
Children continue to make up sporting games. This week they
invented horse racing. Some children volunteered to be the
horses, bringing to their role more by rodeo than dressage.
Our art projects are humming along. Some children are
making their own tarot cards, whilst others, inspired by Mr
Farrell’s steampunk classes, have been creating wonderful
drawings and paintings inspired by the industrial revolution
and the way in which they visualized the future.
Our operating hours are;
B 4 S C – 7.00 am to 8.45 am weekdays
A S C - 3.00 pm to 6.00 pm weekdays
Phone number: 0457 555 261
To enrol, please visit TheirCare website www.theircare.com.au
and click “Book Now” in the top right- hand corner to register
your child’s details. If you would like help with this, come and
visit Lucy during session times in the kitchen, or call her on
0457 555 261. Upon request, we can send home a notice with
Operation Times and Fees with your child.

